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First Phase of the History (1709-1749) 
The first Catholic family in Henderson was Mr. J.T. Reynoldst family who moved from Palestine 

in 1909. They Attended church at Palestine on Christmas and Easter to assist at Mass and receive the 
Sacraments. This continued until the Jesuit fathers came to Henderson occasionally and offered Mass 
at the Court House. Later, during the oil boom, Fr. S. Samperi came regularly from Immaculate 
Conception Church, Tyler and said Mass at the Palace Theater (now Western Auto on Jackson St.). He 
was assisted by the La Salette fathers of Lufkin, Fr. E. Veillard, M.S., Fr. G. Haylen M.S. and neighboring 
priests. As the Catholic families moved into Henderson the need for the church was felt by the 
members. Thus the site for the Church at Morningside Drive was donated by Mr. E. Crim, President of 
First National Bank at that time. The site of St. Jude's Church was blessed January 28th. 1934. With the 
effort of Mr. Frank Markey, who had recorded the presence of the Catholic Church at the a g o r e  Oil 
Museum in his interview for the Museum, which is still there according to his daughter Barbara Crim, 
and others the funds were raised from local donors, and the church was completed. The first Mass mias 
said in the new church on May 13th, 1934, and officially dedicated o n ~ u n e  17th: 1934 by Most Rev. 
Joseph P. Lynch, Bishop of Dallas. "When the first Church was built, said Joan Modisette one of the 
long term parishioners, it was small but it was big enough for the few Catholics in this area. Er-eryone 
worked together and did their part to help, build, grow and maintain. Each family would take a turn 
at a cleaning, decorating and doing what they thought would help the growth of our con~rnuniry." Fr. 
S. Samperi , who was known as "the priest of the oil fields", was the first resident priest. li\-ed at 209 
Alta Vista, in 1934. Fr. G.E. Groeneger and Fr. Michael Collins were his assistants. In 3lay 1938. the 
church was raised to the status of a parish and entrusted to the care of the La Salette fathers. Fr. Harold 
Clossey, M.S. was the first resident Pastor. The Rectory, which was purchased from Mr. P.J. Hacker at 
409 Alta Vista, was moved to the present location at the time of Fr. Clossey. As for the census of 1341. 
there were 45 catholic families in Henderson. St. Jude's Parish also had three missions, Carthage n-ith 
6 families, Longbranch with 6 families and Ragley with 2 families. 
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